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Abstract

Social Justice -D‘e’pt- Selection and appointment of Psycho Social Counsellors - District
Women& Child Development Officers- Authorized - Orders issued.

SOCIAL JUSTICE(E)DEPARTMENT
G.0.(Rt)N0.439/2020/SJD Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 24/08/2020

1 Proceedings No. ICDS/A6-7314 dated 7/4/2015 of Director, Social Justice Dept
2 GO(Ms) No. 24/2017/8JD dated 30/06/2017
3 Letter No. ICDS /A6/3879/19 dated 14/2/2019 from the Director, Women and Child

Development Dept
ORDER

The Government formulated the Psycho Social service Scheme to address the various social
and mental issues faced by the teenage girl children in the State , through various psychological
tools and  counselling . For this purpose Psycho Social Counsellors with adequate qualification
are appointed on contract basis for one year . The rank list for the School Counsellors is prepared
by a Committee consisting of the District Panchayath President (Chairperson), District Social Justice
Officer (Convener),Deputy Director of Education, District Medical Officer and District Programme
Officer and appointment to the post is done by the District Social Justice Officer , based on the

wp rank list, vide proceedings read as 13'paper above.

, 2. The Social Justice Dept has been bifurcated into Social Justice Dept and the Women & Child
'w, Development Dept and the post of District Women and Child Development Officer was sanctioned

vide Government order read as 2"¢ paper above. Now the Psycho Social School Counselling

?@ Programme is dealt with the Women and Child Development Dept.

3. The Director, Women and Child Development Department , vide letter read as 3vd paper above,
has reported that the Executive Committee of ICDS Mission held on 7/7/2019 decided to request the
Govt. to include the District Women & Child Development Officer in the Committee constituted for
the Selection of School counsellors, by replacing District Social Justice Officer and has requested to
issue orders for the same .
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4. The child protection scheme is being implemented and supervised by the District Child
Protection Officers (DCPO) and they are the statutory officers entrusted by the JJ Act and other
statutes to undertake the duties. It is felt that if such officers in the District supervise the day-to-day
work of Psycho Social Counsellors, the system will be more effective, as such officers deal with
the behavioural as well as abuse ssues of children in the field. The Supervising officers of the
counseliors should be DCPOs and they should be responsible for their review, monitoring and work
allocation . At the same time, the counsellors have a crucial role to play during the development
stages of children, especially adolescent girls, therefore, it 1s important to nvolve them in 1CDS
activities as well,

5. After having examined the matter in detail, Govt. are pleased to order that District Women and
Child Development Officers shall be the convener of the Committee constituted for the selection of
School Counsellors under Psycho Social Counselling Programme and they shall be the appointing
authority of School Counsellors in place of District Social Justice Officer in every district of the
State. It is also ordered that the DCPOs shall be the supervising officers of the Psycho Social
Counselors and maintain their attendance and monitor their day-to-day activities in the fiekd. Program
Officers will act as the vice-chairpersons of the monthly meetings of monitoring Psycho-social
counsellors, which will be convened by DCPQO and chaired by DWCDO. DCPOs shall ensure that
School counsellors work in close association with CDPOs too and shall develop localised systems for
handling the issues of children.

6. The District Women and Child officers along with the DCPOs and District Program Officers
(DPOs) of ICDS shall conduct periodic monttoring of the performance of the school counsellors and
the performance of the counsellors shall be evaluated and quarterly report shall be submitted to the
Director of Women and Child Development department without fail. The Convenor of District JJ
Committee, with the permission of Chairperson, will also include the performance of the school
counsellors in general and the issues pointed out by them, as an agenda in every meeting of the
Committee.

7. It is also ordered that the School Counsellors will continue to draw their salary and allowances
from funds provided under psycho-social services head of the Director of Women and Child
Development Department.

(By order of the Governor)
BIJU PRABHAKAR
SECRETARY

To:
IHe Director, Women &Child Development Dept

The Director,Social Justice Dept
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